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What Manner of MEN. 
THE | 


CLERGY 


OF THE | 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


AND THEIR 


Creatures, Are, 


LETTER 


One of the late Anſwerers 
TO A 


LETTER toa DISSENTER: 
Occaſioned by a Poſtſcript to the ſaid Anſwer, 


The PoSTSCRIPT is this: 

If the Gentleman be not ſatisfied with thus wkch, but is re- 
ſolved to continue his falſe Charges, he ſhall have enough 
in my next to let the World know, what Manner of Mey | 
our Clergie and their Creatures are. 
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AN 


Advertiſement' 


TO THE 


H E Author of thit Letter us ſo fas 
from being agrieved at anygfafe his 
ajeſtres Subjetts - or ſhall enjoy , that 
be profeſſes —_—_ an hearty Lover. of all 
good, ? ak { peaceable Diſſenters, under 
any Denomination, throughout. the three 
Kingdoms ; but yet he thought it his Duty 
to expoſe fo villanous a T hreat and Inſmu=- 
ation, wherein the Religion and Honour of 
ſo many Honourable, Reverend, and Wor= 
ſhipful Perſons, adorned with Piety, Lear= 
ning, and all other worthy Accompliſhments, 


are concerned, 


$1R;. 


S IR, | ſr 
Ooking over your Anſwer to A Letter to a Diſc 


" Jenzer, | found at the-bottom ' 8 Poſt- 
"7 eaiFews dope apys + av.ee A 


n, 2 
 # Deſcription of the Clergy of the Church of 

d, and their Creatures, as you are plea- 
ſed to call the greateſt and beſt Men of the Kingdom, by 
way of ſcorn and deriſion ; by which few words youu ſeam 
$0 intimate,-as if you had a ſtore of ſuch juſt Accuſations 
' to bring forth againſt them, as would for ever lay their 
Religion and Loyalty, and conſequently their Honour and 


Reputation, and whatſoever is praiſe-worthy in thews; 
the Duſt, Which Inſinuation, conſidering my para 
knowledge of ſo great a-number of them, bort\ as tagbeir 
Lerving woSeV> did very much affect me, and. put me 
upon a Reſolutipn to be before-hand with you, and to give 
ſuch ari Account of them, as all-diſintereſtedand' unprejiidi. 
ced.men will certainly conclude in, :it being grounded .upag 
nothing but their profeſſed Principles, and Attions' corre» 
ſpondent-to thoſe Principles. CSF AGIN AL TRY 
But before ] undertakethis, |- muſk beg leaye ta ay ths 
much to-you, that Tam very ſorry that wtaris wantihg ih 
clear Argument and -ſolid-Reaſon, to defend;and make good 
your prefent Cauſe, you ſhoulghe ſo far loſt to trueReligi- 

on, es to make ig up by Shpder.and Detractation ;: whi 
you mu nn rp atranpe. taalebiribe mb 
Adberers to. gun Church, ' as any otherways than Hanaft 
and Loyal. Sir, this is not the Apoftblical'an Prins 
way of dealing; anda goad Chriſtiao would. feoner lotchis 
Cauſe alone to maintain it ſelf by its owngoodnels, Fa he 
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would te it by Lyes and Falſhoods, by expofin 
whole ett men'by unjuft and vroundleſs Refleftions 
Batthis hathtcalways been the way of his Agents, who is'the 
Father of Lyes; and* who never 5 t any grotnd in th 
World, but by Tricks and Devices. What, Sir, "is you 
Caitſe ſo weak, 'and have the Arguments of theſe Clergy» 
men you now threaten,'ſo baffled and routed you, that you 
muſt 'needs recurre to'theworſt of Refuges? God deliver 
me from any Undertaking that hath'fo much the nature of 
a Diabolical temper, and is for very far diſtant from the Spi- 
rit of the holy Jeſus, whofe daily praftice wasa contutation 
of ſo pernicious and vile a frame of Mind. 

And now, Sir, to'make good what T by this Letter de- 
ſigne, I will endeavour to'give you an Account of the Cler» 
gy and their Creatures, and. thereby ſhew you, with more 
trath thanyou I am fure can do, what Manner of Men-they 


are. 

And firſt of the Clergy, and after of their Creatures, by 
whom, by the way, we'can poſſibly underſtand no other 
ſort of men, but rhe far greateſt part of the'Nobility,Gentry, 
and moſt ſubſtantial Commons of. the Kingdom, amoog(t 
whom are'many of his Majeſties moſt Hon®* Privy Coun- 
cil, together with many prime Officers of State at White- 
hall, and chief Leaders in the Army ; who all muſt fall un- 
der the contemprible name of the Clergies Creatures, when 
fuch men as you havea'mind toexpole the Church of Eng» 
landto ſcorn: and truly, Sir, F think you'are yery darin, 
and, I am'ſare, wanting of good Manners, to threaten © 

eat a number of ſuch men, and to infinuate as if they 

the vileſt Wretches and Scorindrels in the. Goyern- 
ment :' for'in ſhort, your way of Writing, if it be-taken gc» 
cotding to'the'common acteptation of the words, (namely, 
what manner of men) is nothing elſe but ſuch a ſly repre- 
ſentation'of-them ; and therefore I will endeavour to do 
both of theſe Ranks of men right, according to my Duty 
B to 


[65] 
to God, and the King, who is pleaſed to truſt theſe your 
Creatures in the greateſt Afﬀairs of the Kin 

I. As to the Clergy, who are at preſent reateſt 
Thorasin your ſide, who have by their late Writing hunted 
you out of all your holes and corners, who have ſet the 
things indifference betwixt you and them, in the clearcft' 
light, who have brought Religion to its ancient and Primi- 
tive Standard,and by the moſt undeniable Teſtimonies out 
of the Fathers, have diſcovered all your Innovations, which 
I ſuppoſe is the true reaſon of your preſent Rancour againſt 
them : As to them, I ſay, we will conſider them in their ſe- 
veral Capacities, and then challenge you (barring perſonal 
Recriminations, which, if admitted, will expole all the Bo- 
dies of men in the World) to make good your promiſed 
Province. . 

r. Take them as men profeſſing the DoQtrines of Chri- 
ſiianity,-and here you will find them true Followers of the 
Scriptures and the firſt Ages of the Church. They believe 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles thought good to make the Conditions of 
Communion here, and Happineſs hereafter 3 and ever 
ſince the Reformation theſe have been the things they have 
earneſtly contended for, arfd upon which they have ſpent 
their greateſt Zeal and Fervour : witneſs moſt of the Books 
that have been written by them,againſt the Romi/b Church 
They have never parted from that Church, but where ſhe 
has le the Scriptures, and made Additions of her own, 
without any Authority from him who had the ſole power 
to give it, I mean the holy Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher 
'of our Faith, and who by himſclfand his Apoſtles, declared 
the whole Counſel of God, fo far as it was neceſlary for 
thoſe ends for which he came into the World. I might en- 
large upon this Head, but Ideſign a ſhort Letter, and there- 
fore refer the' Reader to thoſe Books fo lately written by 
ſome of our Divines upon this ſubjeCt. 


2. Take 
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2. Take them as men ſubjefed to Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline 
and Government, and they do profeſs and have made it out 
from the moſt Authentick Authors, and are {till ready fo to 
do, whenever called to it, that their Conſtitution is very 
Apoſtolical and Primitive. Their Spiritual Governours 
are Biſhops rightly ordained, and who can derive their:Suc-. 
ceſſion (in ſpight of the Nags- head Fable) as well, nay (up-: 
on the Suppofition of the Neceſlity of the Intention of the 
Biſhop, with many other thiogs that are neceſſary toa true 
Ordination in the Romiſh Church) better than thoſe of the 
Church of Reme cando. They pray to God, and perform 
all their publick Offices by well-digeſted Prayers that are 
made to God through Jeſus Chriſt, as the only and imme- 
diate Obje& of them, not taking in the Interceſſion of 
Saints and Angels, and thereby robbing God of his Glory, 
which he hath poſitively ſaid, he will not give to another : 
And as for their Ceremonies, though they uſe them, yet it 
is without Superſtition , without placing any Vertue in 
them; and though they have defended the uſe of them, be- 
yond any ContradiQtion that is rational and weighty, yet 
tor the good of the whole, the Church has a power, and ſhe 
hath ſo decreed, to alter them, or wholly to remove them ; 
and her Children ſtand ready to ſubmit to any ſuch Altera- 
tion made by a juſt and lawful Authority. 
3.Take themas to their Learning and the improvements 
of theirEducation,and truly conſidering fo greata number, [ 
do not think that there,are ſo many converſant in all ſorts of 
Learning in any one Nation of the ChriſtianWorld;and I do 
believe that there are more men in one particularCityof this 
Kingdom of that Order, that have run through all Arts and 
Sciences, and have weighed moſt Authors with that exaQt- 
neſs, and to that improvement and perfeCtion, than there 
are in any one place'in the World, I will not except Rome 
it ſelf, taking vinto their number the whole Conclave of 
Cardinals roo, If an extraordinary skill in the Oriental 
B z Tongues, 
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Tongues, if an exaCt Acquaintance with all the Fathers and 
Councils,if a thorough reading almoſt of alt forts of Hiſtory; 
together with all other Pieces of uſeſul knowledge that go' 
ro the making a man a very learned man, be ſigns and 
proofs of ſuch a one, why then we can ſhew them many 
ſach : And, Sir, when you ſend forth your Deſcription of 
aChurch of Erglavd Clergy-man, pray contradict this if 
you can; though I believe when you undertake this Task, 
your late experience of their acquaintance with the beſt of 
Books, will command you to let this drop. 

4. Take them as men aQually exerciſing their FunQi- 
ons, and more eſpecially as tothe Preaching part, ſurely he 
muſt have a forehead well ſteeled, that will undertake a- 

ainſt them upon this account; it would be a pleaſant de- 

ription, to hear men abuſed for diſcourſing the great 
things of Faith with the moſt pertinent Scriptures, with 
the: moſt ſolid Reaſons, with the moſt apt and proper 
words, with the moſt decent and becoming Inſinuations, 
and with the moſt grave Geſtures, free from all manner of 
antickneſs and lightneſs ; and yet this he muſt do, who 
will venture to expoſe our Clergy, as to a main part of 
their Body, upon this account ; and even our Enemies 
themſelves, -when they have no deſign to carry on, but 
ſpeak their minds impartially, are forced to confeſs, that 
the Preachers of the Church of Eg/avd are the beſt in the 
whole World. | 

5. Take them as Members of the Civil Government, 
and truly here you cannot find that Envy it ſelf can juſtly 
pick any hole in their Coats. They have ſtated the No- 
tion of Obedience juſt as Chriſt and. his Apoſtles did, and 
will nct ſuffer themſelves to be drawn from their ſfubje&ti- 
on to their natural Prince, according to the Laws of their 
Country, either by Flattery or Foree ; and even in the 
worſt of tumes, when they have been threatned at the ſc- 
vereſt rate, and beſpattered with the moſt odious Aſperſi- 
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ans, yet they have kept their ſatding, . and. their Gover- 
nours have experienced the good efiefsot thar refalute ad- 
hetence to their Duty; which'no Votesnar Ordinances of 
a great Repreſentative could drive them fromi; And he 
that ſhall ſay, a true and ſteady Member of the Church of 
laxd did either preach up or pray for the Excluſion of 
his lawful Prince, he ſpeaks a Paradox; and it is impoſlible, 
{o lovg as the man is governed by the Principles of our 
Church ; But it ſome men have been Knaves, and+for ſini- 
ſter ends have turned their backs upon the conſtantly. pro» 
felled Dodtrines of the Church of England, let him plead 
for a Knave,that hath a liſt to ir, he is no ſubjet'af my de- 
fence at this time, neither is the Church acconttable for 
ſuch a mans miſcarriage : and if .the Church of Rome; or 
any other Number or'Body of men profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
muſt be valued only according to ſome - particular mens. 
carriage and behaviour, inſtead of Churches, they might 
more properly be called Styes fit for nothing but Swine to 
herd in. And thus, Sir, I have honeſtly and with a deſign- 
ed brevity ſhewn you, what manner of men: our Cle 
are; and now, Sir, implead me in any of theſe particulars, 
if you can, and when you come, according to your Threat, 
to render and expoſe the Clergy, pray do it hke a Gentle- 
man and a. Scholar that has converſed with. the Hiſtory of 
the laſt fifty years, like a man that would convince the 
World by real Truths, and not by little Stories raked out 
of Sinks and Dunghills, raiſed by Prejudice and Deſign, 
and propagated on purpoſe to ſerve a Turn. 
I have now doneas to the Clergy: : Pray, Sir, give me 
leave to proceed a little in the detence of their Creatures, . 
the other number of men, your Poſtſcript threatens; which 
can poſſibly be no other, as I ſaid before, than the Nobility, 
Geatry, and the ſubſtantial Commons, who do firmly ad - 
here to the Do&rine and Diſcipline -of the Church of Eng- 


land. 


Pray;, 
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:/Pray, Sir, be free, and tell me, what have theſe Crea- 
tures,.as you-are pleaſed ſcornfully-to call them, done to 
deferveany bad CharaQer from your ſelf > Did they: cabal 
with the Scots in King Charles the. firſt his Reign, in order 
to raiſe a Rebellion againſt their Natural Prince 2 Did they 
afterwards vote a War, and in purſuance of that raiſe an 
Army on purpoſe to diveſt their Prince of all his Regalia's, 
of all the efſential Rights of an Hereditary Monarch 2 Did 
they commilſionate. a General to fight againſt him, with- 
out excepting in that Commiſſion his own Perſon from the 
fury of a Sword or Bullet > Did they afterwards baſely 
Impriſon him, reproachfully Expoſe him, and then barba- 
rouſly Murther him 2 Did they after this baniſh his Chil. 
dren out of their own Kingdoms and Poſſeſſions, loading 
them with the vileſt Indignities in all their licentious 
Scripts and ſcurrilous Pamphlets, and at laſt did they en- 
deavour what in them lay to obſtru@ and prevent their 
Reſtoration? Pray, Sir, be free with me, and tell me whe- 
ther theſe Creatures of yours had any hand in any of theſe 
horrid and unheard-of things? No, no, Sir, lay your hand 
upon your heart, and ſpeak like an honeſt man, do not 
think to blind our Eyes at: Noon-day, and perſwade us to 
miſ-believe what our Eyes have feen and read ; we are not 
yet ſo affrighted, as tamely to ſuffer ſuch things to be inſi- 
nuated, eſpecially when the aftions of our own and our 
Fathers daies do bear ſuch an undeniable Teſtimony a- 
gunſt you. 

To be plain with you, Sir, theſe Creaturesof yours have 
ftuck to the Crown tn all its Difficulties, to the venturing 
both of their Eſtates and Lives; and there his been nc- 
thing wanting, all things rightly conſidered, on theſe mens 
ſides, at all times, and upon all occaſions, to evidence their 
Loyalty and Duty to their Prince, And to put you in 
mind, that Perſecution does not only belong to the Church 
of England, as you and others would fain make the World 

at 
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at this time believe, theſe very Creatures, whom you tell 
us you intend to ſhew What Manner of Men they are, they. 
were purely ( and which you muſt needs know, if you. 


have read any. part of-the iſtories ) for their keep- 
ing cloſe tothe Intereſt and Preſervation of the Crown, in 
vaſt numbers impriſoned, baniſhed, their Eſtates confiſca-, 
ted, or at leaſt ( which God knows too many of their Fa- 
milies, by fad experience, now feel) irrecoverably weak- 
ned by Sequeſtrations and Decimatiogs; yea; and mgny of 
them inhumanely butchered. by. Mock gnd'lllegal Hig! 
Courts of Juſtice, and conſequently thew Wives and Chul- 
dren, though many of thera bred up in the greateſt Plen- 
ty, and under the Wings of Right Honourable and Wor- 
ſhipful Parents, expoled to ſuch Hardſhips, as would make 
any mans Heart, - that hath the leaſt tenderneſs or reſent- 
ment left in it, ake to hear. And what theſe Creatures 
of yours, that are ſteady and refolved Church of Exgland 
men ( for as for Neuters or falſe Brethren, Iam no Advo- 
cate in this Paper for them, nor aml in the laſt concern- 
ed, when 'the Bilt of Excluſion, or Manmouth's Rebellion, 
are laid, upon theſe, mens-account, at the Door of the 
Church of England, for 'tis as filly, as 'tis falſe and ſpite- 
ful;) I ſay, what the true and ſteady Church of Ergland 
men have done ever ſince, in-order to ſupport the Mo- 
narchy of this Nation, I leave any man to judge, who will 
but look into the Statute-Book, and there conſider what 
Sums of Money they have affeQionately given to the 
Crown, when compelled to any extraordinary Expence 
from its Enemies either at home or abroad, and what a 
Generous Revenue they have, with the ſame Chearfulneſs, 
ſetled uportit ; things that never were done, when men of 
other Principles had Intereſt enough to ſit withinthe Walts 
of St. Stephen's Chappel. ; | 

But, Sir, to run out further upon this Sabjet, would 
be but to paint the Sun-beams, and to make that out, which 

is 
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is 2s cher as Noon-day. Arid thereſ&re having in ſo ſhofe 
a Letter told you-what Manner of * Men: the? nd ot and 
their emp 5 -and' dog how" 
you can y to 19, FT'with you nc 
Jo of year deſi bes ono and" do 'take- "iy leave 
of you, by letti *you know, that fothing but Ridenefs, 
Malice, and titude, can ever attempt atthis time of 
5y, together with'theNobikey, 


the 
n ahigdom, whom You are 


- Sir, farewel; vans eep For Threats to your ſelf for 3 
know none '6 Clergy or their Creatures, that either 
tear or value you. Tam 


Toier Hamble Servant. 


STR, 

If you would *be' more fully informed what the Clergy 
and their Creatures are, 'pray read the Hiſtories that give 
an Account of this Natiotis Affairs, from 164, to the kits 
King's bleſſed Reſtoration. 
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